THE  TRAGEDT OF RAMSAT MACDONALL
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether, in the recent credits
given to Britain, any conditions, political or economic, were
imposed.    Now Snowden had no desire to get the Prime
Minister out of the mess into which his prevarication had
landed him.   On the contrary, there was a gleam of malice in
his eye when he answered firmly and emphatically : * NO,
sir.'   Then there uprose from a seat below the gangway Mr.
W. J. Brown, a keen and clever controversialist, a thorn in
the flesh of the late Labour Government.   As Secretary of the
Civil Service Clerical Association, he was directly interested
in the cuts, and he had been previously suspended from the
House for persisting in questioning the Treasury Bench on
the question after the Speaker had ruled his interrogation out
of order.   No sooner had Snowclen taken his seat after repudi-
ating the Prime Minister, than Brown, without waiting to be
called by the Speaker, began : * How does he square that
answer with the  statement  made  by  the  Prime  Minister
yesterday that a reduction of the cut in unemployment benefit
was impossible because of the conditions of borrowing ? 9  But
the wily Chancellor had said all he was going to say, and he
was not to be drawn.
As Snowden's answer had left the matter exactly in the
muddle in which the Prime Minister had put it by his answer
on 21  September, Major Milner, the Labour Member for
Leeds, put a question on the Order Paper which he hoped
would clear matters up.   He asked the Prime Minister whether
he would inquire from the lenders as to the possibility of a
modification of the special conditions of borrowing which had
necessitated cuts in unemployment benefit, with a view to the
abandonment of such cuts.   That question was put down for
a Thursday, and this is the most important day of the week
as far as the Prime Minister is concerned, for it is the day on
which he as Leader of the House answers the official question
put by the Leader of the Opposition as to the business for the
following week.    Mimer's question was specifically addressed
to the Prime Minister, and it was as awkward as it was impor-
tant.   MacDonald avoided answering it by staying away.   Like
the portrait of Cassius on a famous occasion, he was con-
spicuQus by his absence.   This; meant that .Mr.: .Baldwin had
to' deal with the embarrassing question..!. He -carefully. :si
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